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Value of Education
By: Pedro Walpole

APC held its graduation ceremony last March 23 which was
attended by some community members from Sitio Bendum
and Sitio Nabawang. Below is the message given by Pedro
Walpole to the graduates.

Today is graduation day, a great day for 13
youth, from Bendum and Nabawang. Today, we
celebrated the graduation of Daweg G. But what
is graduation?

Graduation just does not happen because we
want a celebration. Graduation is a long process,
it cannot be at once. It is gradual and it is graded,
like steps we have to take, which in this context
have taken us eight years.

The graduates with their parents.

Over these early years of our life, eight years, we
have grown more than in any time of life. First
we have grown in the home, listening, seeing
and absorbing so much. Then through kinder by
sheer engagement colours, shapes, thoughts,
stories, images and people took on whole new
meaning. Now vyears later we find ourselves as
new people from what we were when we started
out on the path to school.

(continuation on p. 2)
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Datu Nestor performing a ritual for the graduation ceremony.

Young Foresters’ Summit:
Learning by Doing and Living
By: Cherrydyn Miguel

During the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week (APFW), the
International  Forestry  Students’  Association
Philippines (IFSA Philippines) organized the “Young
Foresters’ Summit”, a half-day event that served as
a venue for youth discussions on status and outlook
of formal forest education, challenges faced by
young foresters, initiatives from IFSA and its partner
organizations, and presentation for country-specific
case study.
(continuation on p. 6)

The Young Foresters’ Summit hosted by Paula Sarigumba from IFSA,
with Champion of Asia-Pacific Forests—Patrick Dugan , who shared his
experience with the youth during an open forum.
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The importance of finishing basic education today
in the world is that you will have a basic
recognition from society. But still most important
is what this allows you do in family and
community by becoming an active member with a
greater sense of responsibility and care for all.
Graduating here you will have recognition from
your own culture. The future is unknown, but you
have a place in it, the challenge will be to have a
home, to have physical and social security. These
are choices you will still make as you move along
the path of learning.

It is often said the best things in life is free, what
God gives us and also the gifts we receive from
others. Remember it takes a community to edu-
cate a child, every day we learn in community as
well as in school. But added to these, one of the
best things in life is what we do ourselves, the
processes we go through to grow, we often see it
as a struggle, we know the growth is not instant.
But what we chose to become and what we are
for others gives a further quality and meaning to
life.

Working on the land is always important; the
value of working on the land is first security of
knowing what we can do and who we can
support. We need to protect the land and water
and today in this drought we must not be
wasteful and burn it. When you work on the land,
on the road, in another community or in an
office we need to belong. When we get older we
don’t experience “mingaw” so much, but we do
need to belong and this is essential if we are to
contribute to others. You always have a home in
Bendum and Nabawang so contribute where you
canto community.

What is surprising is whatever along the way we
find, we can make a clear decision or say “yes” to
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challenge and mean it, commit to it. That ability
may come suddenly but it only comes after a long
struggle of growth, and when it comes it is very
assuring and empowering even if a little frightful.

The challenge you face is now is going to high
school. Why go to high school? First we must not
be a burden to others and maybe there are ways
of working together or keeping the
communication and personal links that we have
made at school, but we will find many new friends
along the way. Yes sometimes we want to explore
but we need also a caution, we need peace of
mind and to be able to balance the desire for
excitement that can change our path in life with
the challenge of completing studies. Bravado is
different from the courage to face real challenges
in life.

If you want to continue in school then you must
be responsible and use your time well and don’t
waste the freedom to study and the support of
your family. You need to be committed in your
studies and work with others but not develop
responsibilities or attitudes that hinder you in
your studies. If you want to go to high school you
have to work hard and really finish it. If you stop
studying because of not well-thought of decisions
or irresponsibleness, it is a waste because you will
not get anything in the end.

We, in the community need you to finish your
studies so that you may also help others. To
prepare food from the land, manage the forest
and water and the abundance of the forest, to
teach the youth and to serve in managing the
community. All of these are needed for us to
achieve peace and sustainable living here in Upper
Pulangi.

| wish you and vyour families well, kadagu,
congratulations!
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Bendum Young
Foresters in Asia-
Pacific Forestry
Week
By: Cherrydyn Miguel

APC mural painting which portrays the
balanced relationship of Migtanghaga
(creator), tanghanga (creation) and the

Pulangiyen community.

Jason, Ariel, Israel and Brian — the Pulangiyen
young foresters and Arnel Santander, youth
training manager, came from Mindanao to join
the Asia Pacific Forestry Week 2016 in Clark,
Pampanga. The Theme “Growing our Future” fits
what the community have been working within
their gaup (ancestral domain).

They have various feelings and experience since
they arrived in the conference as it is their first
time to attend such an activity. Jason shared that
he “wants to further develop his social skills and
try to interact with others.” Coming from an up-
land village of less than a  hundred households,
Brian expressed that he was overwhelmed by the

scale of people gathering in one place.

The youth foresters inquiring about the products showcased
by NTFP — EP.
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He was also delighted to see their mural painting

displayed in the canopy room.

Israel expected to simply present and listen to
different presentations. He did not realize that
they would also join other activities and talk with
participants. Adnie challenged himself to go talk
with others and understand their activities.

In the Canopy room They visited the Non-Timber
Forest Product — Exchange Program (NTFP-EP) that
showcased products such as honeys and wild teas.
They were also inspired by the presentations of
the Kids2Forest children who talked about their
experiences of the forest. With this opportunity,
the young foresters are hoping to learn many
things from this conference that they can share in
their community.

The youth foresters inquiring about the products showcased
by NTFP — EP.



October 2015

Bendum News

Reflection on Youth
Involvement in Forest

Managements
By: Maximilian Spiegelberg

The APFW made in several dimensions clear that
with the establishment of the SDG’s and the Paris
climate  agreement new demands and
opportunities are arising to the forestry sector.
And youth has to and can play a valuable role in
the management of forests and contribute to
sustainable development.

The presentation “Learning by Doing and Living”
by the Pulangiyen Young Foresters highlighted
that indigenous, local and traditional knowledge
of and around the forests transmitted to youth
continues to have a value for keeping and
re-establishing these valuable socio-ecological
systems. These forests do fulfill ecosystem
functions while providing ecosystem services that
contribute to livelihood security and well-being in
communities and areas too often thought of as
backward, “undeveloped” and therefore areas to
be left behind. The engagement of the youth in
their forest is meaningful, with a clear objective
and emotional connection.

The engagement of youth has clearly to go
beyond having children carrying in and handing
over seedlings at a grand conference hall just for
photo opp’s. If the taint of greenwashing wants to
be avoided, these seedlings should be chosen for
a purpose, matching the season and climate and
ultimately be planted jointly as a ceremony.

The future stewards of the forests need to be able
and encouraged to establish their connection
today with the forests, but also among each other
and across the generations.
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Maximilian Spiegelberg is currently pursuing a PhD at the Lab of
Sustainable Rural Development at Kyoto University, Japan and
holds a MA of Peace & Conflict Studies and a BSc in
Environmental & Resource Management. In 2013 he co-found
the german professional association of environmental scientists
"BV-Umwelt e.V.".

Kaliyaan Surviving the
Drought
By: Cherrydyn Miguel

The kaliyaan trees (Dipterocarpus validus) were
the one dipterocarp that bore seeds in early 2015
along the Pantaron in Mindanao. Each mother tree
(over 60 years of age) produced hundreds of seeds
most falling within an areas of 100 meters. The
majority of the seeds would die in areas of dense
vegetation and so the youth in Bendum collected
them for assisting in the regeneration of con-
necting degraded forest areas. As the main
planting seedling stock for 2016 they were ideal as
the effects of El Niflo made the early months of
2016 very dry. While other species of dipterocarp
planted in previous years and were well estab-
lished suffered in the heat, the kaliyaan seedlings
thrived even in the open, acting like a pioneer spe-
cies.

(continuation on p. 5)
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KALIYAAN cont. from p.4

Being able to plant kaliyaan seedlings allowed for
activities to continue while other species are left
in the nursery for the mean time.

Awareness of the importance of kaliyaan was
shared_during the Fashion Show in Asia Pacific
Forestry Week 2016 in Pampanga. The fashion
show provided a platform to showcase non-
timber forest products and raise awareness of the
ecological services provided by the forest.

. Kaliyaan tsee planted more than 2(’".'ars
"ago behind the Adaitbalay The area once
suffered,s;lenudatl ie to illegal Ioggmg

‘

It also calls for the urgency to act by sustainably
managing the forest. During the Fashion show,
the Pulangiyen young foresters showcased the
kaliyaan shirt and brought the message of hope
for forest management amidst the drought
affecting the country and the global

community.

The youth participants
of the Hulas Training
and Formation Program
also had the chance to
print their own kaliyaan

shirt during the t-shirt |
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Pulj&iyen Young Foresters showcasing the Kaliyaan
sHirt during the APFW Fashion Show.

printing activity on the end of February. In this ac-
tivity, they have learned the skill of t-shirt printing
as well as the value of kaliyaan in assisting forest
regeneration. As this becomes their batch shirt,
they have the chance to showcase the shirt and
share their knowledge about the kaliyaan to their
own community and to other people they
encounter.

The kaliyaan is a native species in Bendum and is
one of the pillars of the forest. The spreading of
knowledge about the kaliyaan hopes to have
influence on strategizing forest management
amidst El Nino.

g
:

Pl N N I L :
Dun&{the’HULAS Training ILt March, youth from Bendum and
neighbouring communities learned skills in t-shirt printing.
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Learmng by Living and Doing
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The presentation of the youth representatives from Bendum

The case study was presented by the Bendum
Young Foresters - Jason Menaling, Brian Guinton,
Ariel Haguilay and Israel Menaling -
who developed a system of management using
traditional and scientific knowledge with the guid-
ance of Pedro Walpole. Through their
presentation  entitled “Learning by Living and
Doing,” the young foresters shared about the
Pangamu forest which is one of the important
blocks of forest in the gaup, their ancestral
domain. It is divided into the primary forest and
the secondary forest which was degraded due to
logging, migrant rubber tree plantations and local
cuttings. The forest is home to 20 main tree
species that frame the forest, 8 rattan species and
medicinal plants. It also replenishes the spring box
where the community gets its water and provides
the needed energy for the mini-hydro generator.

The young foresters are currently managing a 50-
hectare regenerating area which used to be a
farm land from the migrants. Inside this area are
10 tributary streams which are the water source
for the rice field, fish pond and community water.
Part of their work is to monitor the mother trees
by mapping, staking of wildlings, recording of the
collected and transplanted wildings.
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They are assisting the natural regeneration of the
forest, stream bank management by planting
bamboos, nursery management, weather
monitoring and recording, and putting up fences
to the secure the area they manage. They also
rehabilitate the soil fertility of the area by planting
leguminous plants.

They are involved in the community negotiations
for the proper use and allocation of their local

resources as well as in strengthening the
implementation of policies for  forest
management. They assist the community

members in developing a deeper understanding of
the various processes in managing the gaup. They
also take part in the education of the high school
children by sharing their knowledge in forest
regeneration and allowing the students to work in
some areas.

As indigenous people directly dependent on the
resources from the forest, they are taking
responsibility in protecting their gaup and keeping
a balanced relationship with the people from the
lowland . The hopes and visions they have for the
sustainability of their gaup will serve not only their
people but also in a little way the global
community.

The Bendum Young foresters along with Patrick Dugan and other
youth delegates.



